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research project that could be carried out by 1 – 2 graduate students or postdocs over ~2 years. 
Each quad chart should represent a distinct topic, and not, for example, a larger topic split into three 
parts.  
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(N6CE=496O Last day of Summer quarter of the fourth year; students can set up their oral PhD 
defense during either Spring or Summer quarter of their 4#$ year)  
Between the 3rd year committee meeting and the end of summer quarter of the fourth year, the 
student will develop their chosen quad chart project into a full proposal (format detailed below). The 
student will then make a 25-30 minute presentation and defense of this ORP to their committee, in a 
~1 hour format similar to that of the QE oral examination.  
This committee meeting will also include a research update. To this end, the student will prepare a 
brief summary (2 pages max, 2 power point slides max) of their A6;6CA?5$HA>:A6;;



The department will arrange for you to meet with the administrative assistants of your committee 
members to schedule a QE exam date (which should be either spring or summer quarter of your 
fourth year) and reserve a conference room. This meeting room must have a projector screen and a 
chalkboard or whiteboard. Please contact gradasst@northwestern.edu with questions about ORP 
scheduling. $
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